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BEN NEVIS S & v S  

If Ben Nevis, in  Scotland, were a few hundre? f e e t  higher i t s  summit 

WWld be blanketed at al l  seasons with a continuous layer  Of snow- 

actual ly  l i e s  b e l w  the ' f c l h a t i c  snow-line , I t  but above the ttoro&raphic snm-line;'' 

i - e . ,  the l e v e l  above mhich patches of perpetual snow are  found in sheltered 

Places. 

n e  Summit 

And thereby hangs a tale. 

"This monarch of mountains,1t writes W.T. Kilgour, Itis never e n t i r e l y  

denuded of the white element. 

Proprietary r i g h t s  of the h i l l  were regulated by snm. 

ancient char te r ,  the mountain was t o  rever t  t o  a prior owner i f  at any time the 

Time mas - at  l e a s t  legend has it SO - that  the 

It i s  alleged t h a t ,  by an 

utterly disappeared from the g u l l i e s ,  and in an exceptionally hot summer the 

Only white patch remaining had deter iorated to  such an extent t h a t  re ta iners  were 

despatched with materials t o  protect  i t  from the rays of the sun. 

tale be f i c t i o n  or n3,: f t  i s  probably safe t o  a s s e r t  tha t  there 3.8 x10 one in  the 

n e t h e r  t h i s  

Present generation who can t r u t h f c l l y  say that; he f a i l e d  at any tbne t o  discOver 

some snow on Ben Nevis. I t  
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