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- SNOW CRYSTALS 

The beaut i ful  and endlessly varied f o r m  assumed by snow c r y s t a l s  are much 

Indm fmiliar to most people t h r o x h  the pictures  of them published in books than 

throwh personal observat im of the c r y s t a l s  themselves. The best  time to observe 

them, r i t h  o r  without the aid of a magnifying-glass, is when mom i s  just beginning 

to fa l l  in calrn air and when the c r y s t a l s  fa l l  3n a &ark surface,  such as a black 

coat-sleeve 

As the f a l l  of snow increases,  many c r y s t a l s  reach the ear th  i n  a d W e d  

condition, on account of co l l i s ions  with others during t h e i r  dom..ard P a s s e e -  

Moreover, many of them usually combine in to  conglomerates of c r y s t a l  fragments, 

forming snowflakes, so t h a t  the forms of the individual crystals cannot be dis- 

tinguished. Most snow falls  i n  flakes in 

the single c r y s t a l s  a re  somewhat more common. 

l a t i t u d e s ,  nhi le  in the polar  regions 

%e margins of snowflakes a r e  turned up s l i g h t l y ,  on account of the re- 

sistance of the air through which they have fallen. 

inches i n  diameter. 
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