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MOVING SNOWFIEZDS 

Everybody has read descriptions of the slow creeping of g lac ie rs  down 

mountainsides, but the corresponding movement of h i l l s i d e  snowfields is  less  

familiar. The l a t e  Prof, N.S. Shaler described the l a t t e r  pr3cess many Years ago 

as follows: 

"It is commonly supposed that our winter snowfields are motionless; but 

if we Watch in a careful manner any marks placed on a field. of moderate decl ivi ty ,  

such as the stone monuments in  a cemetery o r  the i ron r a i l i ngs  about them. 'We Can 

easi ly  see the marka of the movement by seeking where the underbrush has been bent 

damward by the mass fn i t s  slow course toward the bottcazl of the s l o p -  Thore Can 

statement that  a l l  tha t  separates our temporary glaciat ion of the winter from that 

Of ice epoch is  the duratfon and range of the action." 
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