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MISCELLANTES

Most rain-gauges are cylindrical vessels from a few inches to a foot in
diameter, but at the Rothamsted Experimental Btation for agricultural research in
England there has been used ever since the year 1851 a huge gauge of rectangular
shape, the horizontal dimensions of which are 7 feet 3,13 inches by 6 feet. It thus
collects the rain falling over an area of one-thousandth of an acre. It is probably
by far the biggest rain-gauge in the world.

In the year 1930 - the latest for which world-wide statistics on the
subject are available ~ there were 370 radio stations in the world that regularly
broadcast weather forecasts. Of these 136 were in Europe and 192 in North and
Central smerica. The average time devoted by each éf the European stations to
broadcasting weather forecasts and bulletins was more than 84 hours & year.

The U.S. Lighthouse Service states that on December 11, 1982, fog signals
at light stations at the entrance to San Francisco Bay were operated 2 1/2 hours on
account of a heavy fall of snow. [Eéis is believed to be the first time that a snow-
£all in that region has been hesvy emough to Tequire the sounding of fog Signa}é}?
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