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A B  DRYIITG 

belief is  widespread that  Central Asia has been gradually drying up 

f o r  ages. Accord.ing t o  Chinese t r a d i t i o n ,  the sandy  wastes of t h a t  region were 3nce 

the bed of a grea t  sea, ca l led  Hoi. Later a f lourishing c i v i l i z a t i o n  occupied 

the same region. I n  Chinese Twkestan the vast  desert; of Takla Makan conceals r ich  

a t t r i b u t e d  t o p r  ogre s s ive de s ic cat ion. 

In recent years  a number of a u t h o r i t i e s  have strongly Controverted. t h i s  

belief and it is convincingly refuted in a recent a r t i c l e  by a R U S S ~ ~ ~ ,  P = S -  Nazwoff, 

Who l ived in "urkestan f o r  many years. He says: 

"The country became dry far back i n  i t s  geological his tory.  

the amount 'Of  atmospheric prec ip i ta t ion  has  varied per iodical ly  owing t o  V a r i m S  

factors-  

that that par t  of Asia is  not drying. up at the present time, but t h a t  the amount Of 

PrecipitatfOri is a c t u a l l y  increasing. 

since the Tertiary Epoch. 

Since then 

L O  J3erg1s observations on the l e v e l  of the Sea of Aral have shown not.OnlY 

Central A s i a  has ,  in fact, been an *id region 

On three sides them rise the l o f t i e s t  of mountain chains. 

These completely i s o l a t e  the region from the atmospheric moisture that  came39 from the 

ocean. 

of rnan himself. Nowhere e l s e  i n  tho world, perhaps, is  the f a t e  of human. l i f e  so 
completely dependent upon an a r t i f i c i a l  water supply as in Central A s i a .  Instances 
occur h Turkestan t o  t h i s  day of the transformation of a flourishing d- is t r ic t  in to  
a desert  or of a deser t  i n t o  a land of plenty by the destruction o r  construction of 
l r r % a t i o n  canals. n e  f i rs t  a c t  of the invader i n  Central A s i a  has always been t o  
Cut Off  the meter supply and t o  aestroy the canals. !Then the towns and countryside 
becone an easy prey. lf the populaiion is  wiped out too ,  the l o c a l i t y  i s  turned 
into a desert forever. 
Bos SU and Zakh f o r  the whole of the flourishing dis t r ic t  of Tashkent t o  be Con- 
verted into a sun-bakad desert  in the course' of a year o r  two." 

"It is not the operation of nature that has ruined the land, b u t  the acts 

S t  would be quite enough, f o r  instance,  t o  cut  the canals of 
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