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In the more familiar kinds of mirage d is tan t  objects appear t o  be e i t h e r  

above o r  below t h e i r  real posit ions.  In a case of "lateral mirage" t h e i r  appamnt 

displacement i s  sidewise. Mirage of t h i s  kind i s  not r a r e ,  but it i s  U S U a l l Y  not 

conspicuous and i s  thus l i k e l y  t o  escape the a t ton t ion  of the carnal observer. 

following observat im was reported many years ago by Prof. V.M. Davis ,  of Harvard 

Un ive r s it y : 

The 

' 'On a clear frssh winter day in Cambridge *** 3 happcned t o  stand for a 

f e w  minutes talking w i t h  a f r iend at thu northurn corner of a long "BI-SSE brick 

w a l l ,  on which tho rays of tho descending sun f e l l  almost at r i g h t  angles a d  Pro- 

duced a strong warming. A man was walking away from US at a distance of a hundred 

f e e t  Or SO, and tho re f lec t ion  of his a m  on the surface of the w d . 1  caught my eye. 

on 1 O a k h g  Closely, I found tha t  when q eye approached. within about inch of the 

Plane of tho wall, the fur ther  extension of the wall dbslppwred, and was replacad by 

a rfjflection of distant objucts a l i t t l e  t o  the W O B t  of i t a  line. If a man happened 

t o  w a l k  along by the w a l l  within a foot of i t s  mrfaco., f could catch tho  re f l tc t ion  

of h i s  am and side next t o  the w a l l  by moving so as t o  bring my eye i n t o  Proper 

Position near the re f lec t ing  plane. The re f lec t ion  repeated a l l  the familiar forms 

Seen over the surfme of the sea,  when cold winds blow from the land Over i ts  w a ~ r  

waters. In the case of the w a l l ,  the mirage was evidently produaed on the surface 

of a f i l m  of vam air close t o  the heated bricks.  !&e plane of re f lec t ion  was ver t i -  

c a l ,  because the heating surface was v e r t i c a l ;  but the pr inciple  of the thing 

differed in  no osse-ntial way from tha t  of the ordinary mirage of our sea-shoro." 
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