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- TH.E WOKDEHBOOK OF SNOW-CRYS'J!&S 

f t  1 s  pleasant t o  think t h a t  Wilson A. Bentley, the "snowflake man," l ived 

long enough t o  see h i s  l ifetime ta& of photographine; snow-crystals and. other minute 

f 0 m ~ ~  Of water f i t t i n g l y  crowned by the publication of a magnificent book, i n  which 

a re  r W d e d  up about 2,500 af h i s  marvelous pictures .  

c rys ta l s"  and appeared only a few weeks before the death of the skilful photographer, 

which occurred December 23, 1931. 

The book is e n t i t l e d  "Snow- 

I t  bears the names of Bentley and Humphreys as 

authors. %e h i s t o r y  back of t h i s  fact i s  t h a t  the pictures  a re  a selection of  the 

best taken by Bentley during h i s  46 years of photographing such objects  through a 

microscope, while the publication of the book 5,s due t o  the p e r s i s t e n t  e f f o r t s  Of 

Dr- W . J .  Xmphreys, of the U.S. 'Reather Bureau,who wrote the whole of the text .  

Hmphreys, i n  c m o n  with other meteorologists, real ized tha t  Bentley's 

co l lec t ion  of negatives might be scat tered a d  l o s t  t o  science a f t e r  his death,and 

therefore s w h t  some means of making the cream of the cal28ctf4n PerrfianentlY 

accessible to  the world. 

Whose nams has  not been made public - who advanced suf f ic ien t  fund.9 t o  make publi- 

cation possible,  and Humphreys then ,a f te r  much correspondence, succeedsd in f inding 

EL suitable publisher. 

Amrican Meteorological Society. 

from Bentley. 

the half-tones were made. 

He f i n a l l y  aroused tha i n t e r e s t  of it generous Bostonian - 

!Che negotiations were conducted under the aegis Of the 

Photographic p r i n t s  of the pictures were secured 

Each picture  was s k i l f u l l y  cut  aut and mounted on a black card before 
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