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---- TKE SNOW-LINE ON MOUNTAINS 

Accounts of the "snow-line" found i n  works on physical gecgraphy of ten 

ignore tlie fact tha t  there are three d i s t i n c t  natural  boundaries t o  which t h i s  name 

aPPlies. These are  the climatic snow-line, the orographic snow-line and. the 

temporary s n w l i n e .  

The first is the lower l i m i t  of perpetual snow lying in continuais f i e lds .  

sheltered second i s  the line abwe which patches of perpetual snow are found 

places. The th i rd  is  the lower boundary of snow at any par t icu lar  time, generally 

from day to  day. Near the equator the height of the climatic snow-line 

abOV0 sea l e v e l  is  from 15,000 to 18,000 feet.  In  high l a t i t udes  the l iae lies, in  

general ,  mch lower, but the re la t ion  betwoun 1atitud.e and the height of the m*w- 

l i n e  i s  eXtrem3ly indefini te ;  fa more so than might be kferred from sow of the 

diagrams published i n  schaalbodks. BUS the mountains of cent ra l  Asia, well outside 

the t rop tcs ,  have a higher climatic snow-f.ine t h m  Occurs anywhero near tho equator. 

On tlic northeast  coast  of GWenland tho hoight of the lint! is more than 

3,000 f o o t ,  while in Frmz J o s d  Land, only a l i t t l u  f a r the r  north,  i t  i s  less than 

1,000 fee t .  

ea r th ,  prove t o  be no less erratic than the distribution of the other features 

In short ,  the ups and downs of the snow-line, when hunted over the 

climate. 
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