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RAIN AFTER BdTTLES 

"Post hoc ergo propter hoc." Rain often follows great ba t t les :  therefore 

(accordiiig t o  a popular and fallacious process of reasoning) ra in  is  caused by big 

bat t les .  

If we examine the history of ba t t l e s  and the history of weather, we dial1 

find that though ra in  does not always follow great ba t t l e s ,  it frequently does so,  

and f o r  two very obvious reasma. 

regions where rain normlly occurs every two or three days, on an average, whether 

in peace or mar. 

w a r  were plenteously interspersed with showers, meteorological records ELIOW that  the 

average number of rainy days per annum i s  upDvard of 150. 

made "Virginia mudif a byword during the American C i v i l  War gave great currency t o  

the rain-after-batt les idea, but here again me have accurate meather records t o  help 

US dispel a fallacy. Thurr at Richmond ra in  f a l l s  on 122 days in an average Ye=, at 

Lmchburg on 124 d a y s ,  and at Petersburg on 106 days. 

One rewon is  that  batt les  are often fought i n  

ln northern France, for example, where the ba t t l e s  of the Vor3.d 

The drench- rains that 

Another reason why rain is  rather more l ikely t o  occur soon a f t e r  or  dur- 

ing a ba t t l e  than shortly before one is that  intervals  of f a i r  weather, with con- 

sequent dry roads, are used by comnaaders in carrying out the movements of troops 

that PreCode an engagement. 

d a ; v S ,  are completed, the spell of fine weather is  l ikely t o  be over, and a rain- 

storm is dua fn accordance with the normal p r o p a  of Nature. 

By.tBe tim; such arrangerwnts, often occupying several 
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