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--- SOME VORLD-FJIDE EUNDERSICORM S'IATIS2IGS 

Many elaborate cul lec t ians  of thurrderstorm s t a t i s t i c s  have been p d l i s h e d  

for  Indiv idua l  countries an& par t s  of cauntries.  On the other hand, there are vast 

areas  of the land surface of the ear th  for  which fern records are available and. data  

are especial ly  scarce f o r  the ocean. 

tiOn obtainable and resort ing t o  plausible estimates for regions where no actual  

observations Rave buen mado, an English muteorologist , C.E.P. Brooks, has CmPi'lUd 

However, by piecing together al l  the infurma- 

8- interest ing statistics for  tho wholc world. 

Bccwrding t o  Mr. Brookst ostimate about 16,000,000 thunderstorms occur on 

the glabo cvory year, or 44,000 a day. 

ho cmcludas t h a t ,  at any one m o w t ,  them are in program about 1,800 thunder- 

storms in  diffarunt  parts of the world. 

Asswzing an averagct duration of one h o w ,  

Final ly ,  avoraging certain rocords of tho number of lightning flashes in 

Singlo storms, hu t o l l s  us tha t  thoro a m  about 360,000 flashes over the who10 globs 

*very how, or  an average of I00 a second. 

AI1 such figures are the roughest so r t  of appraxiumtiono. 

especial ly  the case when it comes t o  estiraating the t o t a l  number of lightning 

flashes, since whiibe som thunderstorms produce only a fern discharges of l i g h t n h g  - 
Say one t o  a dozen - there are  others t ha t  produce thousands. 

B i s  is 

In  one Npine storm 

an Austrian meteorologist counted 3,500 l-tning flaahes in  an hour and three 

quarters. 
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