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STAT I ST IC S 

The weather forecaster  t e 1 i s . m  of tomorrow! s weather. !The climatologist  

t e l l s  us, i n  te rns  of averages, what weather may be expected to  prevai l  in  a given 

l o c a l i t y  f o r  years  t o  come, as inferred from past  experience. 

climatic s t a t i s t i c s  is  as important a par t  of the a c t i v i t i e s  of a meteor-f logicd 

The gatheriilg Of 

service as tho da i ly  prodiction of wuathor. It i s  accomplishod t h r q h  the pat iant  

e f f o r t s  of thousands of obssrvers, the majority of whom sorvo w i t h o u t  pay. 

The s t a t i s t i c s  thus obtainad play an indisponsabb part fn agr icu l ture ,  

onginwring, t ransportat ion,  san i ta t ion ,  modicino, biology,  physical g.eog.raphY and 

v a r i m s  other branches of scienco and intiustry. Consider, for example, t h a t  in tho 

of such phenomena as l ightning, tornadws,  h a i l s t o m s  and ru infa l l ,  and that i n  

ordor t o  assomblc such infcrrmation for a laxy~~ caunhry mill ions of observations 

must bu t,iken during a long p e r b d  of years ,  and you w i l l  begin t o  grasp the rn'agni- 

tude of the .no& that the worldt6 metuorologIccl'l, o s t i b l i h e n t s  are CmYYing On 

a fie16 c;itizoly apart  from forecasting. 
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