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7 VHY THE WU!DIER ? Mail-ed March 27, 1933 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

During the winter,  says  a note in  the English journal Nature, the r i v e r s  

of Canada, Russia and. Siberia  a r e  firmly frozen, and the break-up of the ice in  

spring i s  an imposing phenomenon, which is termed the llrl&bacle.l' In southern 

Canud-a and southern Russia it begins about the middle of March, but i s  prcgrescively 

l a t e r  i n  higher l a t i t u d e s ,  not coming unt i l  MaJr o r  even, in the extreme north of 

Siber ia ,  not until June. It lasts from a for tnight  t o  six weeks, during which time 

the d r i f t i n g  ice masses often form jams, blocking the r i v e r s  and causing floods. 

I n  the nmtlivard flowing r i v e r s  of Siberia ,  in which the up-3er courses melt f i r s t  

and pour t h e i r  maters over the s t i l l  frozen lower roachus, t h i s  process i s  

accontuatod., and tho wholu country becows impassable; Irkutsb:, for example, is 

isolated f o r  a month in May. 
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