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Uatwe is very p a r t i a l  in  her dis t r ibu t ion  of thunCerstorms over th.e 

and the land a great  many more the  oceans. Beside ,these broad contrasts  there 

are  s t r j k b g  d-ifferences w$thin r e l a t i v e l y  small areas.  

Thunderstorms a r e  not unknown i n  the Arctic. As a rough average it may 

be statec. that at places anywhere nattln of the Arctic Circle one thund.erstorn may 

be expected ia ten years. Ap?arently thun&er has  never b e n  reported from the 

Antarctic continent,  though it i s  sometimes heard on the subantarctic islancls, such 

as South Georgia and tho South Orkneys. 

There aro some axtonsive regions of the teaperate zonus in  which thunder- 

StOrms a r c  qui te  scarce. Thus the average for  tho Sahara and the Arabian Desert 

is  less tnmi four a par, and about the same avwrago or  l e s s  preva i l s  along the 

whole western coast of North America from Alaska as far south as San Diego. Sari 

Francisco h s s  an averwe of only two a year and s a  Jose’, Cal i f . ,  only one a year. 

A t  the other extreme, f o r  the Ucited S ta tes ,  m p a ,  Flor ida,  has  an averwe Of 94 

days a year with thunderstorms. 

Elquatorial Afr ica ,  Java,  southern Mexico, and Panama a re  lands that have 

a l l  the may from 100 t o  200 days with thunderstorms each year i n  individual local i -  

t i es .  Balibul-g, i n  tha former German colony of H a ~ e m ,  with an average of 212 a 

Year, forrnerly surpassed any other place i n  the world f o r  which thunderstom statis- 
t i c s  were avai lable ,  but recent records from the Dutch East Indies c r e d i t  Buiten- 
zorg,  Java ,  with the astonishing average of 322 Itthunderstom days” a year. This 
f k u ’ e  is sa id  t o  be the average from four  recent years of observations, but i t  i s  
more than C;.ouble the number formerly credited t o  the same place on the basis of an 
older se r fes  of obsemations. Hence it cannot be accept& without reservation. 
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