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THE TJ3TCER17AIW TRADS BINIS - 
Sailors  hop! t h a t  the t rade minds a re  by no raeans so steady and regular 

in  force and direct ion as they a re  generally supposed t o  be by the 1and.lubber. They 

vary considerably fram hour t o  hour and from day t o  day. 

trade wind b e l t s ,  thuugh the t rades  of the Atlantic are more regular than tLose of 

the Pacif ic  and southeast t rades  of the Atlantic are more regular than the n'Jrtheast 

This is true of a l l  the 

trades of the s a m  ocean, 

"The d-w t o  day f luctuat ions of the trade winds," says a naut ica l  authori- 

t y  of the B r i t i s h  Meteorological Office, %my be considered as having t h e i r  Eji-kk 

in  tho day t o  day var ia t ions  in  the in tens i ty  and. posit'lcm of the great  penxment 

anticyclones. Such f luctuat ions affect  not only the force aucl. direct ion of the 

trade winds at any given place, but a l s o  frequently give r i s e  t o  considerably 

t rans i tory  var ia t ions  in the l imit ing l a t i t u d e s  of the trades and hence i n  the width 

of VhO doldrums, '1 

Tho b e l t  of doldrums is  a region ofcalms and variable wincls lying i n  u q ~ a -  

t o r i a l  r e g i m s  bctwem t h e  trade wind b e l t s  of the two hemisphorcs. 

togothcr it may bo hundreds of m i l u s  wido, and then the tradus w i l l  break in to  i t ,  

For daJrs 

and even almost extinguish it f o r  a t b  i n  cer ta in  longitudos. 

Maury wrote i n  sailing-sbip days of the doldrum b e l t :  Wi th in  c e r t a i n  

boundaries it  i s  continually changing place and l imits .  This f a c t  fs abundantly 

Provet! by the speed of ships, whose log-boaks show tha t  it i s  by no means a rare 
Occurrence for one vessel ,  a f t e r  she has been dallying i n  the doldrums for days, 
i n  the vain e f f o r t  t o  cross  that cdni  b e l t ,  t o  see another coming up t o  h e r  (hnnd 
Over f i s t , '  with fair winds, an& c r a a s h g  the b e l t  a f t e r  a delay i n  i t  Of O i l l Y  a 
few hours instead of d~vs.~l 
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