
A, ficience Service Feature 
Releaeed upm receipt 
but 3.ntenc?ed f o r  use 
April 8 ,  1933 1 WHY Tp'rlF: SiiN'WR 1 Mail.ed March 30, 1933 

By Charles Fitzliugti Tal-, 
Authority on W teorology 

Niost fatnms in  the long and picturesque h is tory  of rain-making e x p e r b  

ments were those car r ied  out in 1891 and 1892 by Gen. Robert Dyrenforth wit;. the a i d  

Of funds provided by the United States  Goveimnt .  'Phe methods employed consisted 

of exploding dynamite, rackarock and a mixture of oxygen and hydrogen (sent a l o f t  

i n  balloons), and. Dyrenforth himself believed that  the experiments, though not C3n- 

c lusive,  indicated that, under favorable corifitions, rain could be produced in tl1iS 

manner. Sc ien t i f ic  experts who observed the oxperlments, however, did not agree 

w i t h  him, and ncit'ior does any sc i en t i f i c  authority of tho present day. 

%e experiments were cmilucted under the  auspices of the Department of 

&ricul.ture. In response t o  numei'ous l e t t e r s  inquiring about the r e su l t s ,  the 

Secretary of Agicu l tu re ,  J .  Sterling iiorton, sent ident ical  rep l ies  as f u l l o w s :  

"€@plying t o  your l e t t e r  as t o  rain-making experiments, I have t o  inform 
Ym t ha t  in no case did they pass the merely experimental stage, and that  the pros- 
pect of u l t i ua t e  success is not such as t o  j u s t i f y  farmrs o r  other c i t i zens  in  
r a i n - m d c h g  experbentation. In this deteminat ion,  ju&pent; and Opinion I am 
suworted by the s c i e n t i s t s  and other  alleged experts in  mateorology, coiinectec? 
w i t h  the U.S. ?eather Bureau. 

"The bombardment of the skies for water, as carriod on by this D e p a r t m a t  
~ ! - ~ a e r  tho spuciaJ. appropriations mado by Congress f o r  the purpose, did not procluce 
results calculated. t o  inspiro the h o p  that any nothod of concussion cc?n be made 
c ~ ~ ~ o r c i a l l y  successful in  precipitating thu moisture f rm tho  clouds. 'I 
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