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ANCIEXT IDEAS ABOUT LIGHTNING 

Among the ancient Romans persons k i l l e d  by l i g h t i i h g  were supposed t o  have 

ca l led  d m  upon themselves the special  wrath of heaven. 

t h e i r  bodies and they mere buried i n  unfrequented places,  l e s t  the ashes of Others 

should be 13oXluteb by t h e i r  presence. 

l i e  Vhere they f e l l ,  without receiving interment, so great  w a s  the horror in which 

they were held. 

avoided, under the be l ie f  that  J u p i t e r  had e i t h e r  s a t  the mark of h i s  displeasure 

W n  it o r  appropriated it as sacred t o  himself. 

be trodden upon or even lookeZ into.  

ca l led ,  are sti l l  extant.  

a Passage in  the "Ars Poetical' of Horace i t  appears t o  have been believed that  a 

Person mho was g u i l t y  of profaning a bidental  would be punished by the gods with 

mane s s . 

It mas not lawful t o  burn 

In some cases,  indeed, they were p e m i t t e d  t o  

Eveii a spot of ground struck by l ightning w a s  walled about and 

Such a spot was supposed never t o  

Several of these nbidentals, ' l  as they were 

One at Pompeii is  surrounded by eight  Doric columns. From 

The Romans believed tha t  l ightning never s t r i k e s  the l a u r e l ,  amow Plants, 

the s e a l ,  among 

tect ion against  

thunder s t om. 

mammals, nor the eagle ,  

l ightning,  and tents  of 
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among birds .  

seal&in sometimes served as refb&'es during 

Sealskin vas vrorn as a pru- 

Science Servico , Inc. ) 

SCIENCE SERVICE 
21st and Constitusion Ave. 

Vashington , I). C. 


