
Released upon receipt  
A Science Service, Feature 

but intended f o r  urn 
April. 11, 1933 i: WHYTHEWEATHER ? Nailed April. 4 ,  1933 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talmn, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

LOW AND AUDIBLE AUROUS 

Are tl?e electrical discharges of the northern and southern l i gh t s  - the 

a.n-ora polar i s  - confined t o  very lo f ty  levels  of the atmosphere, or  do they so=- 

times extend down near  t o  the eartl irs surface? Are these d-ischarges ever audible? 

%eSe questions @em t o  be i r repress ib le ,  despite the consensus of s c i en t i f i c  

opinion tha t  the aurora is  purely an u p p e r a i r  phenomenon and tha t  the rusi;linf;' and 

swishing sounds often re?orted i n  connection with it are e i the r  the product Of tlm 

observers1 imaginations or corn from sons ~ e u ~ ~ o - o t h o r  than the aurora. Dr. SaSuel 

Sexton, an American physician, suggested. years ago that  the supposed auroral sounds 

are noinds in the  head; a complaint from which, i t  i s  said,  about 50 per cent. Of 

Persons suffer.  

pedition, tlzink they are the noises t ha t  result from the rapid freezing of the 

breath at very low temperatures. 

plained as the r e su l t  of malobsemration. 

both these things is  that  the auroral glow appears t o  be of such a nature that  it 

could occur only in a highly raref ied atmosphere and hence only at great a l t i tudes .  

Another is that  a majority of resid.ents and esplorers  of  the polar and CirCWPOlar 

regions have never heard &n auroral display o r  seen o m  that appa red  to be low- 

Other au tho r i t i e s ,  including F.J. Davie6,of the Byrd Antarctic ex- 

Low-level. displays  have also been variously ex- 

One reason why science i s  skeptical  about 

Recently C.S. B e a l s ,  of the D o m i n i o n  Astrophysical Observatom, at 

Victoria, B.C. , has been col lect ing reports  of both these manifestations from a l l  

Over northern Can-. 
sounds, as compared with only 40, among those t o  whom he sent h i s  quest icmaire ,  
Who do not! lie has also received reports  of 22 cases in  which the auroral l Q h t  
mas Seen at low levels,  including 10 in  which a backgrmnd object was cfear ly  seen 
behind it and 8 in which the light a p p a r e d  i n  actual contact Viith the ground. He 
is  Convinced that  these phenomna a re  real and tha t  existing theories  of the aurora 
muat be w&ifibid; t o  taloe account of them. 
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He has records of 144 persons mho claim t o  have heard auroral 
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