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tlMeteorlt i s  the Ehglish fom of a Greek nord a e a n b g  a tiA% l i f t e d  up 

from the ground. The ancients  classed as %eteors1I a l l  the atrnospheric phenouena 

with which they were familiar, besides several things now knom t o  l i e  beyond the 

limits of the atuos*ere. 

Cusses not only such things as mfn&s, clouds, 1-ainbms, l ightning,  e t c . ,  but a l s o  

hoot ing-s ta rs ,  comets and the mi%y vay, and ( inconsis tent ly  with the l i teral  mean-  

Thus Aris to t le  in h i s  work e n t i t l e d  llMeteorulogicatl Ciis- 

% Of the vol'd l lmteor l l )  earthquakes, springs, rivers and the ocean. 

I n  present-day English the w o r d  lrmeteortl means e i t h e r  (1) an atmospheric 

phenomenon, or (2) a shooting star. k scholarly T r i t e r  in  addressing scholarly 

readers does not h e s i t a t e  t o  use the word in the f i r s t  of these senses, but in  vhat 

Mr- Mencken calls Itthe vulgatetl t'ne second meaning prevai ls  t o  the exc lus im o€ the 

other. Moreover, as t ronomrs  universal ly  c a l l  shooting-stars tlmeteors. II lhus, 

astronomical s o c i e t i e s  have Itmeteor sectiansll f o r  observing these bodies) a n d  the 

American kieteor Society e x i s t s  f o r  the sane purpose. 

I n  v i m  of the facts just s ta tcd  it i s  5 paradox -- and one leading t o  

some confusion -- that %ha tsm lImotoorologyft is applied exclusively t o  the science 

of the atmos&ere and o f  weather and rrcvar t o  the s tuay  of shooting-stars. A cen- 

tury  o r  mom ago mtuorology had several a l iasos ,  

e i g h t o a t h  contury it was v a r i m s l y  cal lod "aerology,1J llaorography,tl and ttwrCanctry. I' 

In the f i rs t  half of the ninetoont'l? contury tho tom llatmospherologylt strugglad for  

By cer ta in  w r i t e r s  of tho 

rWOgnition. 

i n  othar languages and i t a  many dwrivatigos) is unh&ably ostablidlod i n  the 
vocabulary 

national agmement it is applied t o  the >ranch of meteorologJ dealing 
or 'I f 1"u otl atmosphere. 

To&y, hoyrevor, tho name tlmeteorolwj" ( w i t h  i t s  corresponding foims 

'LAomlogylt has had f o r  more than 25 years a d i f fe ren t  meanb-$. BY inter- 
the uPPr  
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