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BOLTS IFTIOU THE BLUE 

H.F. Gisborue, of the U.S. Forest Service, reports  as follows: 

''On July 2, 192'7, Stanley Lukens, a fores t  ranger, was supervisfng the 

opening of the Gold Peak lookout on the Idissoula National Forest. While LukenS and 

h i s  a s s i s t a n t  were s e t t i n g  up the fire-finder, they aimed the alidade of this in- 

s t m n t  a t  various prominent topographic fotLtures t o  check the or ientat ion of the 

WP. As they were making one of those test  observations toward a point southeast 

of Gold Peak, both men saw a f lash  of l ightning strike the ground. almost on t h e i r  

l i n e  of sight and about 15 miles from thorn. This flash mas followed by four others 

within the next fen minutes. &c first one s ta r ted  a fores t  fire. Thc phenomena 

mas most peculiar because a l l  of theso strokes descendod a h s t  VerticnllY, QP- 

Parently aut of a blue sky, the nearost clouds being about 15 and 25 m i l e s ,  re- 

spectively, from the area strmck." 

A good many other cases of l ightning from a c lear  $cy have been royorted. 

USUally, hwcvur,  there  is but an0 st rake,  ra ther  than a ser ies  of them, as i n  t'flis 

Case. 
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