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WYOMING DUST STORM 

m e  dust storm t h a t  cccurred over the plaintj of ~ o i n l n g  on January 18 last 

mas the most violent h i t h e r t o  observed i n  that  r e g i m ,  accordkg t o  'F.L. Dieterdick, 

charge of the Cheyenne Stat ion bf the U.S. Weather Bureau, Much damage was done 

by the mere fbrce of the winds. The e f f e c t s  of the sand and dust a re  thus de- 

scribed: 

'*The small p a r t i c l e s  of the s o i l ,  consisting largely of decodposed grani te ,  

mere caught up and soma of it car r ied  t o  great heights. The air near the surface 

was so completely f i l i e d  with the sand t h a t  at times objects rere invis ible  beyond 

50 f e e t  and headfights were used on autmobiles .  

s ize  of walnuts, sent bouncing along the ground, caused large stock, som of vliich 

Was injured, t o  stampede t o  she l te r .  s e e p  could not stand up in  the gale. The 

The larger p a r t i c l e s ,  up t o  the 

surfacing was removed from gravel  roads and s t r e e t s  t o  the foundation. Tho soil in 

W Y  ploned f i e l d s ,  i n  casea a foot deep, was remove$ t o  tho gravel. 

of sand ivem formed and many ditches f i l l e d ,  

Large windiwws 

Great wee occurred t 0  winter grain;  

much wa.s blown out or covered v i t h  smd, a f n l f a  also suffered i n  a similar manner. 

It  is stated that  the per cont. 0% abandoned winter grain wi13. bc the greatest  ever 

k n O v ? n  in t h o  state. 

"In some cases the sand b l a s t  stripped every par t ic le  of paint from the 
exposed p a r t s  of automabiles and so p i t t e d  the glass that not a piece could be seen 
through. A l l  insulated objects becnme amazingly chayged e l e c t r i c a l l y .  The Ignition 
systems of au tmobi les  mere campletely disrupted and hundreds of c a r s  mere stranded. 
me c i t y  engineer of Cheyenne s t a t e s  tha t  the induced current was suf f ic ien t  t o  
start small e l e c t r i c  motors. 

"The anemometer pole at the weather s ta t ion  becam so charged tnat  it-kets 
b p o s s i b l e  f o r  one t o  t m c h  the regis ter ing appapatus, indoors, without receiving' a 
Severe shock and it was n e c e s w y  t o  grouna the instrument. 
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