
&_Science Service Feature  
ae l eased  upon r e c e i p t  
but intended f o r  use 
April 29, 1933 'I  " Y T H E  VEATHER 7 Mailed A p r i l  22, 1933 

i3y Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Autnor i ty  on Meteorology. 

RAIPTFALL GE0GBAF"Y 

It is a well known fact tnat r a i n f a l l  i s  s t r i k i n g l y  uneven i n  i ts  distri- 

but ion  ever  the g lobe .  

C. E. P. Brooks and Theresa M. Eunt, i n  England, showing the average annual  r a i n f a l l  

of each 5-degree l a t i t u d e  zone o f  the  e a r t h ' s  surface.  

This is well brought out i n  figures lately compiled by 

The writers say  of these 

data: 

"Tor most o f  the land  areas tne figures are reasonably t rustworthy,  being 

der ived from good r a i n f a l l  charts, while much of the area for  which s a t i s f a c t o r y  

cha r t a  a r e  not a v a i l a b l e  is dese r t  and may be assumed t o  nave a r a i n f a l l  oelow 10 

inches. por the  oceans t h e  charts are far l e s s  r e l i a b l e ,  and i n  p l aces  are  not fa r  

removed from gu86s-work. 
. .  

"The f i g u r e s  f o r  the land. br ing  out some i n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t s ,  notably the 

extremely l a rge  proport ion of the  land between 30°and 20'N. which has a rainfall 

below t e n  inches and the general  heaviness of the  r a i n f a l l  i n  t h e q u a t o r i a l  region 

b e t w e n  10°N. and 10's. 

a t e  r a i n f a l l ,  x h i l e  between SO0 and 7OobT. 

The storm b e l t  between 50' and 60°NI has a gene ra l ly  moder- 

89 per  cen t .  o f  the area rece ives  l e s s  

than 20 inches a year.  South ~f 20's. t h e  percentage a r e a s  with low rainfalls 

aga in  increase ,  but beyond 40's. the  land areas ara small and the 44 per cent. below 

ten inches i n  40-5OoSc l i e s  almost e n t i r e l y  i n  Patagonta.  
are less  r e l i a b l e  but sehre t o  bring out  the general moderateness of the amount6, 
except near  the equator.  

of the  whole land surface has a r a i n f a l l  below t e n  inahea, and more than one-naif 
has a r a i n f a l l  below 20 inches,  while only one - th i r t i e th  exceeds 100 inches.  
the  o ther  hand l ess  than one-quarter of t he  sea surface rece ives  lsss tnan  20 incnes,  
and as much as one-fourteenth exceeds 100 incnes,  tbough the  latter f i g u r e  espec ia l -  
l y  is very doubtful .  The average annual depths o f  r a i n  o v e r  the land and sea mve 
been computed as 25.9 inchas and 43.6 incnes respect ively."  

The data f o r  the  oceans 

"The f i g u r e s  f o r  the land  apeas as a whole show that mow t h n  a qua r t e r  
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