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W E A F R  AM) FIRXS 

An episode i l l u s t r a t i n g  the b p o r t a n t  par t  that  weather often plays in  

connection with f i r e s  happened a few years ago at Berkeley, Calif .  

fluence of a strong dry mind a f i r e  startiig in dry grass  about noon swept ral?idly 

Under the in- 

into a suburban brush f i e l d  and fo res t ,  communicated i t s e l f  t o  neig3boring houses, 

a d  soon began t o  spread rapidly into the ci%y. From 2 t o  5 p.m. nothing could be 

done t o  check the progress of the flames. 

troll ing the winds was moving eastward. 

Meanwhile the pressure dis t r ibut ion con- 

By half past f ive tho  dry eas te r ly  wind 

had keen succoed.ed by a moisture-laden wind from the ocean and the f i r e  was then 

e a s i l y  brought under control. 

A somewhat similar case occurred in  northern Minnesota in Octobar, 1918. 

Uncontrolled f i r e s  were burn-lng in many plru=es, but thoy were regarded merely as 

aimportant  "brush f i r e s . "  

l o w  humidity, rapid evaporatign and strong winds. 

f i r e s  were whipped together in to  a few rapidly spreading f i r e s  along a wide front 

and a great  d i sas te r  foliowed. 

reached them and whole fo re s t s  were destroyed. 

were l a i d  i n  ashes. 

had flared up, under the influence of a naw weather si tuatfon and a shift of m i n d  

they quieted dawn and mere quickly extinguished. 

Presently a big storm passed mer  the region, bringing 

!&e slow-running and smouldering 

Toms were wiped out almost as soon as the fires 

Cloqus t Brookston and Bdaose Lake 

More than 450 people perished. !Qien, as suddenly as the f i r e s  
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