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There i s  a popular superst i t ion in  France t h a t ,  i n  c l e a r  weather, the 

moonlight of April and M a y  causes tender plants  t o  freeze and turn brown, even on 

nights when the thermometer 

the moon seen a t  that  period of the year is known ae tho Iilune roussell ("russet  

moonll). A cloudy sky i s  said to protect p lan ts  from t h i s  alleged f r i g o r i f i c  action 

Of our lunar s a t e l l i t e .  

a twpera ture  abow ths  froezirig point. Accordingly 

Arago, in  his Itpopulnr AstronornyJtl rocords tho following 

I'I am pleased t o  seo you gathered around m ,IJ said Louis XVIII one day t o  
the members of a deputation 02 tlia Bureau des Longitudes, who had cane t o  present 
t h e i r  Almanac and Annwl, "for yuu w i l l  explain clearly t o  II~: what is the rrussGt 
mom,' cmd hoa it acts upon the crops.It 

acbnonludgo t h a t  ho not only knun nothing about tho llrussot won," but had never 
even heard of i t ,  though he nnd mrit ten 80 much about the moon. 

he was compelled t o  acltnonlodge h i s  ignorance. 
I'Siro, the ' russet  11i00nl has no place in nstronc)mictll thecry. 

in  a posi t iun,  t b r e f o r e ,  t c  s a t i s f y  the c u r i o s i t y  of rcur majosty." 
That ovoning, the king made merry at the card-table over the perplexity Of 

h i s  *eau of Longitudes who were unable t o  answer h i s  query. When Laplace heard 
of t h i s  he hastened t o  the observatory t o  see &ago, asking him if he knew anything 
about the b u s s e t  rnoonJfl but the l a t t e r  assured him t h a t  he had never heard of it 
before. Howver,  he offered t o  mako inquir ios  among the g a r b n s r s  and hort i -  
c u l t u r i s t s  of the Jardin des P l m t e s ,  nnd as a r e s u l t  of h i s  inquir ies  tboy to ld  
him that  the %ussot moont1 is t h a t  nhich i s f i r s t  seen during tha month of April, 
reaching the phase of full moon oithijr  at the end of that  amth o r  in the m e  

Laplace, t o  whom thosc words Rero addressed, was mystified and had t o  

He l G O k B d  around 
h i s  co l leagws,  but as no cne momed k c l i n e d  t o  help him out of the d i f f icu l ty  

me are not 

f o l l m  ing . 
Flmmarion , homover, i d e n t i f i e s  tb 11russot moon" moru dof i n i t a l y  with 

the lunation t h a t  begins a f t e r  Eas te r . .  
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