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DROZGGHTS I N  INDIA 

As spring advances the people of India look forward with intense anxiety 

t o  the coming of the  southwest monsoon, the r a i n f a l l  of which dotermines the success 

Or failure of the crops. Outstmding casos of scanty monsom rains and t h e i r  re- 

s u l t s  bctwuen the pa r s  1865 and 1920 w e  thus doscribGd by Ban6 J. Wohrli: 

1865. Drought c o n w r p n t  upon tha carly retreat of 6uILwr monsoon 

followed by low precipi tc t ion the next year rosultud i n  the d.eath of one million 

people in Orissa, one-third the t o t a l  population. 

1866-1869. Delayed summer monsoon prevented proper cu l t iva t ion  of the 

f i e l d s  nnd LLA ear ly  r o t r e a t  of the monsoon ruened the rumant of crops i n  the f ie lds .  

In  theso years one and one-half million p o p b  and throe mil l ion cattle dbd. 

1896-1897. Drought conditions cxtcndod tho l i m i t s  of the fmke Zbno t o  

include 300,000 square miles and 90 mill ion people, the  fa r thes t  cx tmsion  of the 

famine zone. 

1899-1900. The ne& d e v e l o p n t  of the monsoon yielded inadaquate rain- 

fa l l  in mestern Indin and by 3u3c the monsoonal r a i n s  ha& ceased i n  many SOctiLns. 

A l l  Crops, not i r r i g a t e d ,  mre l o s t ,  and the  major part of the l ivestock star\rod. 

! b o  drought ama oxtendud ovor 200,000 sqmn: miles a i d  affuctod a population Of 

28 million. I n  one d i s t r i c t  of the -jab 92 per cent. of tho l i v o s t w k  died, Land 

in Gujarat sinilar conditions provatled. 

1918. Summr rains were inadequate and &laye&, ruining the rice and. 

As a consequence of insuff ic ient  food, the population was debi l i ta ted  

Early r o t r e a t  of the monsoon remlted in  a 40 per cent.  decmayc 

wheat Crops, 
and the incidents of f a t a l i t y  in the influenza epidemic much increased. 

i n  the crops of tho Punjab d i s t r i c t .  
1920. 
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