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DEADJJY FOGS 

Them have been several outbreaks of so-called IIfog asthma"' during the 

prevalence of dense fogs i n  the Meuse val ley,  i n  Bslgim.  

wka31e  occurred early in Decombor, 1930, when hundreds of people became ill and 

The l a t e s t  and most re- 

63 died. 

port t o  the B0lgia.n Academy of Medicine. 

This case vas hvestig.?ted by a sc i tmt i f ic  comission,  which made a re- 

The f a c t s  rnq~ be summarized as follol7s: 

B'or more than t h m e  ?ays thore prevailod i n  c? confined and highly industri-  

alize?- portion of the Mauso val loy,  extending f o r  about 12 miles above Lidgo, a wry 

dense fog dr i f ted  by a light wind from tho northeast ,  i n  which direct ion the vnllcy 

tren0s. Both the natural fog and the chimney products vi th  which it was charged- 

Wre kept conccntratod on the va l ley  f loor  by what is  knmn as a lltcmperaturu in- 

versiont1; L e . ,  vcc71plllr air overlying intensaly cold surfilco air. B u t  the critical 

factor  i n  an unusunl combination of fac tors  mas sham t o  le that  tho fog m s  chargad 

mith sulphurous md sulphuric ac id  t o  a dogme of concelitrat3.cn t h a t  proved fatal 

because i t  las ted  f o r  more than a fom hours, tho17gh a much groater concentrnticui 

might have h e n  borne f o r  ha l f  an hour without fatal rosu l t s .  

The real  mystery about this-occurrence and thoso of e a r l i o r  date in the 

ScmO raglan is  tha t  they have Izover, so far as kiiown, bean p,valleled in othur parts 

Of the worl8. k c c r d h g  t o  a French authori ty ,  Prof. A. Allix, cne place where a 

death-dealing fog ;nay, sooner or  l a t e r ,  occur is the c i t y  of Qyons, whicn i s  notori- 

ous f o r  dense fws. As t o  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of a 11pcisonI' fcg in London, a wr i te r  in 
tke Gecgaghical Journal s a y s :  

because the Thamas valley is far mure open, par t ly  becauso London fogs have f a r s l y  
l o s t  the chcking merit flavor so neticeable i n  Victorian doye, and p a r t l y  bocmso 
the mom unstable potoorclugical conditions i n  Eaglrad am l e s s  favorable t o  Pr- 
s i s ton t  fogs of t h i s  type f c r  days tcgethor t'r-nn on the Continent.'I 

"We think that such a contingency is much less l i k e l y  in  London, p a r t l y  
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