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Authority on Mesteorology.

DEADLY FOGS

There have been several outbresks of so-called "fog asthma' during the
prevalence of dense fogs in the leuse valley, in Belgium. The latest and most re-
markable occurred early in December, 1930, when hundreds of people became 11l and
63 died. This case vas investigated by a scientific commission, which made o re-
port to the Bolgian Academy of Medicine. The facts may be summarized as follows:

For more than three days there prevaillod in o confined and highly industri-
alized portion of the Meuse valley, extencﬁng for about 12 miles abowe Lio'ge, a very
;1z3nse fog drifted by a light ﬁind from the northeast, in which direction the valley
trends. Both the natural fog and the chimmey products with which it was charged
were kept concentrated on the valley floor by what is known as a "temperatures in-
version"; i.e., warmer air overlying intensely cold surface air. But the critical
factor in an wnusual combination of factors was showm to be that the fog was charged
with sulphurous and sulphuric acid to a degree of conceutraticn that proved fatal
because it lasted for more than a fow hours, though a much greater concentratiom
might have been borne for half an hour without fatal rosults.

The roal mystery about this occurrence and those of carlisr date in the
samo region is that they have newer, so far as known, been paralleled in other parts
of the world. Acccrding to a French authority, Prof. A. Allix, cne place where a
death-dealing fog may, sooner or later, occur is the city of Lyons, which is notori-
ous for dense fogs. As to the possibility of a "pciscn® fog in London, a writer in
the Gecgrachiecal Journal says:

"We think that such a contingency is much lessg 1likely in London, partly
because the Thames valley is far more open, partly because London fogs have largely
lost the cheking pungent flavor so noticeable in Vietorian days, and partly becouse
the more wmstable moteorclugical conditions in Englend are less favorable to per—

sistent fogs of this type for days tcgether than on the Continent."
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