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FBIIpsAY BALL LIGHTNING 

Xichael Faraday was the foiwnost authority of h i s  t im  on the subject of 

e l ec t r i c i ty ,  but he undaubtedly went astray when in February, 1838, he said in the 

Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society: 

"Electric! discharges in  the atmos&ers in  the form of h13s af f i r e  have 

As time is  an elelTlent 
occasionally been described. Such phenomena appear t o  ms tu be ~ ~ t i b l e  with 
a l l  that we how of c loc t r i c i tg  and i t s  modes of discharge. 

tho effect  it i s  possible perhaps that an e lec t r i c  discharge might real ly  pass 
as a ba l l  from place t o  place; but as everything shows that its velocity must be 
almost in f in i te ,  and the time of i t s  durat im exceedingly small, it is  impossible 
that the aye should perceive it ns anything else tbw- a l ine  of 119ht. 
phenomena of ba l l s  of f i r e  may appear i n  the atmosphere, I do not t o  dnny; but 
that thsy have anything t o  do with tho discharge of ordinary e lec t r i c i ty ,  o r  are at 
dl related to  lightning or atmosphoric e lec t r ic i ty ,  i s  mch more than dcn.lbtfu1.'' 

That 

B a l l  lightning is generally won during thunderstorms and there can hardly 

be any question today a b a t  i ts  being Q rranifestatian of atmospheric e lec t r ic i ty ,  

mother it should be classed as a variety of lightning is, howover, another 

Westion. The principal reasm me now call  i t  lightning appars t o  be because 5% 

Was S O  described nearly a century ago by the distinguishad Fronch physicist, k W 0 .  
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