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T& CLI11TE’I 

%e word “ C l i m a t e t t  i s  One t o  crhich various meanings have been assigned i n  

the pas t ,  a n d  it i s  even now somewhat indefini te  i n  i t s  applications. 

l i t e r a l l y  “ s l o . p . t t  

It  means 

The ltcljmatesll of  the  ancient Greek geographers mere merely zoiics 

of l a t i tude  coresponding t o  successive increases of ha l f  an  hour in  tho length of 

the longest day of the year, boginnirg at the equator, where tho day i s  never mom 

than 12 hmrs long. 

The f a c t  tha t  these zonos differed in *heir  atmospheric conditions was 

recognized, but in  ancient t i n e s  and until qui te  rcccntly conceptions of climatc 

have been broad enough t o  include many things besides the s t a t e  of the atmosphcm. 

Old-fashionod medical works, f o r  example, in describing the climate of a Place, 

Usual ly  givc irifoimation about t h e  s o i l ,  the mater and the prevalent diseases- 

NOWadayS s c i e n t i f i c  writers w a n  by the ffcliuatsll of a region i t s  prcva- 

lent or charac te r i s t ic  rroathor, as known through sovoral ycars’ experience, ~ i t h  Or 

withcut the a i d  or” rctgular rnetoorological observations. Thoy do not ,  as a rule, 

Of m a t h e r  and climate as eabrmiug all the a c t i v i t i e s  of thc atnosphere, but 

0111.Y thoso that have some knorm o r  supposod influoncc upon the.phcnomena Of l i f e ,  

This concoption excludes the ordinary var ia t ions of atmospheric ~ ~ G B S U ~ C  , as t h u s 0  
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