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"TORNADO, SAHAIW~'' 

The Metropol i tan Museum, i n  New York, has had on i ts  walls s ince  the year  

1910, a painting by t h e  l a t e  Winslow Homer e n t i t l e d  IITorrndo, Bclhamas,It pa in ted  i n  

1898. 

P i c tu re  suggest ing that R tornsdo is at hand o r  has l a t e l y  pasaed. 

th rea ten ing ,  but  chows no formed o r  i nc ip i en t  funnel  cloud. 

though t h e i r  f ronds curve in the  breeze. 

i n t ac t .  Secondly, and c h i e f l y ,  tornadoes don't happen in the  Bai.lamsaf 

Did t h e  p a i p t s r  mean flhurricanet '  when he s a i d  t t tornadott? O r  is this  just 

The t i t l e  i e  paradoxical  f o r  t w o  reasons. R'irst ly,  there  is nothing in the 

The SKY looks 

Palm t r e e s  s tand  e r e c t ,  

Tropical  buildings i n  the foreground are 

one of the i l l u e t r s t i o n s  of the fact that a g r e a t  many p a i n t e r s  mow vary l i t t l e  

about thB mani fes ta t inns  of Nature they essay t o  put on canvas? Too o f t e n  they do 

no% know w h a t  t h s  t h ings  look like, even when they mow what they 8re called. 

witness 80 per cent. of a l l  pa in t ed  clouds and 100 per  cent.  o f  the pa in ted  rain- 

bows1 ' 

Psrhaps,  however, w h a t  happsned was t h i s :  On the west coast of Afr ica  I 

thundersqual ls  have been c a l l e d  "tomadoest* f o r  centuries. The. term is ac tua l ly  

much oldek i n  that sense than i n  tha sense now cu r ren t  i n  -4inerica. The e a r l y  

s e t t l e r s  of the  Bahunas were probably more farniliar with African fttornadoesll than 

with t h e  twisttrs of our  p l a i n s  

survived i n  Bahaman English?.  

The m i t e r  o f  V h y  The 

point  from anybody who knows. 

and p r a i r i e s .  Has t h i s  appl ica t ion  of ths t a m  

Weather it' would be grateful €or information on t h i s  
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