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A_ CI.8AR-SKY THUIWERST'ORI~~ 

In  the meternological log. o f  tbe Br i t i sh  S.S. 'rMoravian," Capt. A. Shpsor, 

described a thundei*storm experienced on December 30, 1902, just on ge t t ing  w i t h i n  

range of Cape Verde lighthouse. At 1:30 a.m. , a w a r m  puff of dust-laden wind C a s  

Off tho African shore. Lightning, at first d is tan t  on the northeast horizon, bo- 

Cam0 almost continuous, with loud thunder. 

Clouds, no cumulus, i n  the sky. 

A l l  the  stars were vis ible:  only uppcr 

Capt. Simpson had nover before oxporiencod a 

severe thunderstorm withcut cloud. For fully a,n hour the sky was one blaze Of 

l ightning,  and wire I'opes, mastheads, yardarms, derr ick ends, etc. ,  were l igh ted  UP. 

A 1 1  the s tays  seemd t o  have glow-lamps 3 t o  4 f e e t  apart, and nastheads a d  

Ymdams a bright l i g h t  at t h e i r  extremities. The o f f i c o r s . m d  passengers were 

roused t o  witness the weird spectacle. 

The nost remarkable part of the pheKMenon was the extraordinary sound 

emitted throughout. 

from the carbons of an m c  lamp; or as i f  several thousmds of cicadas had taken UP 

I t  was, s a y s  the log,  exactly like the noise of the sparks 

their  quarters in the rigging; o r  tho crackling of burning g r w s  o r  twigs. 

noise 138 not local  near the b r i k e ,  but the o f f i c e r s  reported it a l l  over the ship,  

Oven in tho neighborhocd of the noisy steering-gear. 

This 

Striking electrical displays in the form of brush dischargss (St. Elmors 

fire) , accompanied by a crackling noise,  are a not infreqwnt  a t t e n b n t  of duet 

storms. Whether the l ightning and thunder reported in t h i s  case could have been 

caused by dust is  doubtful, t h a w  both these pfisnomna have of ten been observed 

the Cloud of dust discharged by an active volcano. 
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