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Vriting of the climate of Death Yalley, California, bmericals ruost famous 

dosert ,  X.2, EclmC., of the U.S. VeathBr Buroau, says: 

llA;Lthough many persona have died,  no doubt, on account of the hoat in 
Doath Valloy, it i s  probablo that by far tho grcator  numbor of t rag ic  deaths have 
boon from t h i r s t .  Drinknblo wntor  is not  obtained roadily 'and t o  the unfortunate 
travelers in Donth V d l o y  rain would have boon a godsond, but thc racords fndicato 
that  it mould somtims be a long whilo botwon drinks if dopmdeLcc woro p1,wcd 
upon the occui-ronco of r a i n  in suff ic iunt  quantitJ t o  nY1n.y thirst. Rocontly the 
stateuent mas made by one who snould have h e n  b e t t e r  infomed t h a t  rain never falls 
in Death vall6y becaupe Yne water eyaaporates bcfole it rea.ln,hos the ground. To be 
sure tho avorage procipi ta t ion is l i g h t  but the s i tua t ion  i s  h'nrdly RS bad as tilts 
statornont indicates. Several timos i n  tho last 20 yoars om could have v i s i t e d  
Death 'Jctllay f o r  6 months o r  mor0 at a timi, and, based on his o m  obscrvations; 
could. havo said t r u t h f u l l y  that no rain fa l ls  +bore. 
p a r  of 1929 thoro without sooing ovmi a drop of rain a i d  had t h i s  stay included 
p'trt of Dcccmbor, 1928, and part  c f  Jnnunry,lSW, the v i s i t o r  w u l d  h : h  witnossod 
401 consocut ive clays on. mhich no aoaourcblc prec ip i ta t ion  occurred. I d  

Ho could havs s p n t  tho wholo 

The noma1 amml rainfall at the official. weather s ta t ion  in this 

v a l l e y  -- Greenlaid Ranch, alias Furnace Creek Ranch -- is lower than at m y  other 

h e r i c o n  weather statim, the latest figurs being 1.45 inches. Faur times, !1omver, 

during t he  last 20 years as much as an inch has fa l lon  within 24 hours. On November. 

9, 1923, a f a l l  of 1.40 inchos VILIS rocorded, m d  a fa l l  of 0.3a inch oa tho f0llOw 

% b y  m y  haw occurred within the sam 24-hour p r i o d ,  though this is uncertain 

8 s  tho tjmo of occuronce vas not rocoraed. 

Honvy l o c a l  shomrs,  resul t ing chiof ly  from emmmr thunderstorms, occur 

in the surrounding mountains, prodwing torronts  t h a t  disclmrgo i n t o  thc valloy, 

where thoy somttimos do considorablo damn@ t o  roads. 
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