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A, PERENNIAL Q.TESTION 

Every other day o r  so sombody wri tes  t o  a meteorological i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  

inquire whether it i s  possible t o  bring about desirable  a l te ra t ions  i n  the climate 

of a specified region by creating large lakes,  roservoirs  or other bodios of water. 

A correspmdent of the U.S. Weather Bureau l iv ing  in South Dakota recently wrote 

to  ask whsther the impounding of r m o f f  waters in  that  state would "have any 

rrppreciable effect  upon humidity, r a i n f a l l  or temporature , or upon plant life and 

crops.11 The reply from Washington w a s  as follows: 

"Ooving t o  the rather  l imited amount of the annual procipi ta t ion i n  South 

D e o t a  tho area t h a t  could be covored by a r t i f i c i a l  ponds would be only n small 

f ract ion of the total arm of the s t a t o ,  and tho cl imat ic  e f foc t  of such ponds and 

lakes w o u l d  bo small, 

lator - spring l a t e  and f a l l  l a to .  

There would ba somo tendency t o  make the seasons a l i t t l e  

But tho amaunt of t h i s  of fcc t  would not be very 

Pronounced as, perhaps, may be inferred from the cljmates of the ad jo inkg  counties, 

Clark and Codington of your s ta te .  Clarlc has vory l i t t l o  water surface: Codington 

a groat doal, and yot t h o f r  climates a r e  much alike.lI 
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