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HEIGHTS E tlNIGHT-SHINITJG'l CLOUDS 

Noctilucent (llnight-shinirgll) clouds seen from time t o  t im thruughout 

summer nights have been a subject of d-iscussion among motoorolozists ever since the 

ekl1ticts of tho last century. 

Jesw, of S togl i tz ,  Gcmmny, w i t h  tho c o o p r a t i o n  of many observors, during sovoral 

~ u w r s  following 1885. 

diffcront  placos Jcsso coruputed t h o i r  heights above the earth t o  average about 51 

miles. A t  such a heiLr;ht thoy would r e f l e c t  6unlQht a l l  night in s m i e r ,  in the 

l a t i t u d e s  whom thoy mare observod , asld they were p n e r a l l y  bolioved t o  consis t  of 

fine volcanic or cosmical dust. 

Such clouds wem f i r s t  systornatically studicd by 0. 

From a c a p a r i s o n  of sirnultnneous measuremants made at 

Similar clouds havo often boon reported in i;lore reccnt tirms. Last surmer 

S a m  ueasurcnents of t h o i r  a l t i t u d e s  woro imde by nccurato photcgraphic methods in 

Nomay unCor t h o  direct ion of Prof. S t o a m r ,  tho well-knom author i ty  on thc 

aurora. 

With that  found by Josse. 

The averace height obtainod fron these cttasuremnts ;\E;rces alE0st c m c t l y  

In on0 cas0 tho horizontal  riloveuunt of tho clouds ims  

masured and found t o  be about 50 zBters p r  mcmnd, o r  u p a d s  of 110 miles an 

hour. 
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