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Authority on Meteorology. 

ALL ABOUT THE RAIrnOW 

Philosophers of long sgo explained atmospheric phenomena just as confident- 

l y  - if  not so successfully - as any meteorologist does today. There i s  a fxir teenth 

century t ranslat ion of a thir teenth century explanat i m  , by Bartholamow Anglicus , 
of tho rainbcm: 

"The Rainbm is impressian.genderod in  an hollow cloud and dewy, disposed 

t o  ra in  in  endless many gutters, as it worn shining in a mirror, and i s  shapen as a 

bow, and &eweth divers c o l m s ,  and i s  gondored by the beams of the sun o r  of the 

won. And i s  but seldom gendered by beams of the moon, no more but twice in  f i f t y  

Years, as Aristot le  saith. In the  rainbow by cause of its clearness be Seen divers 

forms, kinds and shapes that be contrary. !Fhemfore the barn eeemeth colouted, for ,  

a8 Bede saith, it taketh colour of tho four olemnts .  For therein,  os it were in 

m y  mirror, shineth f igures  and shapos and kinds of olemnts .  For of f i re  he t&eth 

red Colous in the overmost past, and of ear th  green i n  the nethermost, and of the 

air a manner of brown colour, and of water somdeal blue i n  the middle. . As Beda 

sa i th  and the master. /s tor ies ,  f o r t y  years tofore the doom, the rainbm shall not 
of 

soen, and tha t  shall be token of drying, and of default  of elements." 
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