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U ' A C  WEATHER PROPHECIES 

ll!Fhe e a r l y  almanacs," says Richnrd Inwards, ffboldly gave a prediction f o r  

the weather f o r  every day in the year; but a f t e r  a time confined themselves t o  a 

general statoment of the weather. For instance, P a r t r i m ' s  Almanac f o r  1835 has 

the following prophecy f o r  June: IFertilising showers attended with thunder and 

kightning.1 This does f o r  the f i r s t  ten days. I F a b  a d  at times hot '  i s  for  the 

middle o f  the month, and Irefroshing r a i n  f o r  the grass an6 corn! f o r  Lmy time 

betwon tho 21st and the ond of the month. 

IlAuthors of weather almanacs had already begun t o  seek safety i n  vagueness. 

some of these almanacs rose t o  a great  popularity on tho strength of o m  lucky 

gmss ;  and I think it is t o l d  of t h i s  s a m  Partridge's almanac or sow other of the 

class, t h a t  it owod i t s  reputation t o  a curious prophecy of oxt raordkary  m a t h e r  

f o r  J u l y  31st, mhen h a i l ,  r a i n ,  snow, thunder, e t c ,  vere f m o l y  indicated. F O P  

gattiiig that the month had 31 days tho almlac-m&or hac? ouittod t o  inser t  the 

mathor  prediction f o r  the last day, and a boy m s  sent from the pr in t ing  offico t o  

knot7 how the space mas t o  bo f i l l o d  up. The nenther prophot nas too busy t o  attend 

t o  him, but at last,  in a passion, said: 'Put down hai l ,  rain, snow, thundor, 

mything;' and the boy, taking it l i t e r a l l y ,  t o l d  the compositor, who duly set into 

typo tho extraordinary prediction, nhich by a f re& of nature cam0 trus , and mado 

the fame slnd fortune of the almamc-mabr. This s tory if not t rue  i s  at l e a s t  

'ban trovato. 
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