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Ha-WEATHER A R C H I ? I E C m  

A bizarm picture published in the I l lustrated London News of Dec. 31, 

1927, ahoms the c i t y  of Hyderabad, Sind, with a forest  of vortical  shafts projecting 

above i t s  roofs. Each shaft bears a sloping ahield at i ts  summit. 

text oxplsina t h i s  I1cubistt1 picture. 

abnormally ary and sultry. In the winter the heat of Hyderabad is tolerable; in 

Tho adjacent 

ItSind,I1 we are to ld ,  "has a climate which is 

tho SUmmar it i s  almost unbearable. 

white. 

of the defoncos are the air-shafts and the i r  shields. 

The houses are bu i l t  of clay and are distempered 

llzo b i t t o r  f ight  against tho sun and the desert is waged incessantly. Part 

The f o r m r  are dosigned t o  

draw i n to  the dwellings every possible current of air: the function of the l a t t e r  i s  

t o  koep out the sand." 

The saap journal  for  Feb. 28, 1931, i l l u s t r a t e s  a ventilating dovico 

employed in tho hot desert tms of Persia. The text says:  

rrC'm nearing e i ther  Yezd or Kern, both of them typicEd toms Of the a r id  

central Persictn plateau, the travellor's f i r s t  impression is that  of a c i t y  full of 

Church t m e r s  o r  ninarots; on entering it he discovers that  these fantastic towers 

Elre the 'bad-girs' -- a form of air-shaft, o r  wind-chimney, built very scient i f ical ly  

t o  catch evory s t ray  brccze that  has l o s t  its way in tho desert. Thay me so de- 

signed that  they ccl lect  the currents in the upper layers of the air and guide them 

a0mn i n t o  the houses of  the rich merchants and the offices of some of tho sareris. 

Thoy are generally bu i l t  of mud brick and a native typo of plastor, with the 

horizontal supporting timber beams l o f t  sticking aut t o  malm futuro repairing easier,  

O r  as bird-resta. Both in Yezd and Kenan them are many hundreds of these towers.'' 
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