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THE MONEY VALUE OF RAIN 

J.B. Kincer, agricultural msteorologist of the U.S. Weather Bureau, t e l l s  

------ 

us that the expression Ita nillion-dollar rain" is by no mans an exaggeration. Eo 

says: 

IIWo know that  when a season i s  very dry m y  crops are short and when there 
i 5  plonty of misture they are ,  as ez ru le ,  coapmativoly large. Wb have the past 
records of r a in fa l l  for  mny years fo r  a l l  states, frm month to  month during the 
grOnirng soosm, a d  also the records of crop yields,  and by . einploying a suitable 
s t a t i s t i ca l  operation can approxinate how nuch one inch of rafn mans i n  the may of 
incmase i n  production. This i s  true,  especially, for crops that requhe plenty of 
noisture during c r i t i c a l  p r i o d s  of growth, such as hay in the springtine, and. corn 
durblg tho heat of the sumer. 

I1Ono good rain in Kansas during the corn=grmbg senson has -de f o r  the 
famrs of that State,  at the average fam price of corn during the last ten pars, 

"In North Dakota oqe inch of rainfall produces about 6,000,000 bushels of 

mom than $8,000,000. 

oats; nearly 3,000,000 bushels of barley; nearly 1,000,000 bushels of potatoes; nore 
than 500,000 bushels of flaxseed; about 9,000,000 bushels of wheat, and m o r e  than 
125,000 tons of hay; t o  say nothing of truck gardens, and mny other crops. COG- 
Wted on tho basis of average pricus for tho last ton years, a good ra in,  one inch, 
in North Dakota, any tine frm May t o  July, i s  worth, on tho avorage, t o  tho f a m r s  
of that State tho neat l i t t l e  sun of $17,000,000, for these s ix  crops alone. 

desirable for  hay in the northern half of the United States, w can coupUte, in  Ilk0 
m u o r ,  the value of &n inch of  rain d u r i i i  theso mnths in hay production f o r  the 
en t im area frou tho Dakotas, Nebraska, andKansas eastward to  the Atlantic Ocean, 
a d  hero i s  where mo f ind  big noney. On the averago, f o r  tho last 20 pa r s ,  one inch 
of rain over t h i s  a r e a  increased the yield of hay by 264 pounds m acro , which, on an 
average 10-year acreage i n  hay, nokos 
5,500,000 tons a par. A t  tho avorago price of hay fo r  tho last 10 pars ,  this 
Qoans a to t a l  of nor0 t h m  $77,000,000, as tho valup of on0 inch of rain to  tho hay 
crop alono. 

"Ihoving that ra infa l l  during tho nonths of b y  cad Fune i s  especially 

to t a l  increase in production of SOLlo 

So, i t  i s  not hard t o  find a nillion-dollar rain." 
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