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MUD-SLIDES IN TKE ANDES 

Early i n  the morning of March 26, 1933, fol lowing several days of torrent ia l  

rains,  a huge mudrslide i n  the upper regions o f  the Andes, i n  Peru, pract ical ly  

destroyed ths vi l lage of Charat, taking about 120 lives. 

an engineer i n  the employ of  the Peruvian government, although th i s  case was more 

disastrous than usual, events o f  similar character a m  not at all Uncomon i n  the 

Peruvian Andes, where they are  known as llhUaicos.II Writing i n  the kgineer ing  News- 

Becord he says: 

According t o  C.W. Sutton, 

"A huaico i s  a flow Of a considerable clitss Of nud. It nay bear, and of 

course usually does bear, rocks, rock f r w e n t s  md sometines imense boulders 

weighing as auch i ts  100 tons o r  more. It m y  be caused by a sudden r a i n  i n  h i l l s  

bordering a dry gulch, vihich catches aad car r ies  o f f  the thin powdory overburden, 

o r  the a s s  o r  msses o f  overburden nay s l ide  into a flowing strecrn i n  such quanti- 

t i e s  as t o  absorb the water o f  tho e t r e m  and create  a flowing p l a s t i c  i'mss. 

IITho huaico nay novo down a valley within the confines o f  the natural strean 

chmnols without exceeding previous flood levels;  i n  t h i s  event the dasage i t  does 

is confined t o  the choking of i r r iga t ion  intakes and drainage out le ts ,  the turning 

over of bridge p ie rs  and the like. Danago i s  more serious, however, when i t  noves 

above the ordinary flood leve l  as it  often does i n  -11 valleys of res t r ic ted  

water-way. Huaicos a r e  frequently ejected from tho steep a l luv ia l  fan  of sot10 

re lat ively snall dry natorshed at the baso of the Andes; these fans f o r a  the 

Cultivated or inhitbited sections of the Pacif ic  coastal plain, so that i n  t h i s  Cas* 

damge i s  ofton severe." 
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