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ZIGZAG LIGHTNING

Perhaps ninety-nine people out of a hundred, if asked to draw a picture
of lightning, would represent it as a zigzag line with many sharp angles. Such
lightning appears in the paintings of great artists and in practically all con-
ventionalized pictures of lightning used for symbolical or decorative purposes. The
first photographs of lightning were taken after the middle of the last century.
Thousands have been taken since, and not onc of them shows sngular lightning. The
flashes may twist and meander and branch in every direction, but they are devoid of
sharp angles.
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