
a Science Service Feature 
Released upon receipt  
but intended f o r  use 
June 9 ,  1933 ? WHY THX ;J'IEATEFER ? Mailed June 2, 1933 

By Chttrles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

fi~EATH&R FORECASTS FOR ADVZRTISZRS 

A New York newspaper, the News, maintains an excellent meteorological ob- 

servatory, and i t s  d i rec tor ,  S. Henry Weber, t e l l s  us i n  a rocont note that one of 

his tasks i s  to  issue six-day weather forecasts  f o r  the advertising dopartmentcdf 

the paper. Those announcuments have beon madu regularly since last October. M r .  

Weber says: 

"Forecasts, based on morning weather conditions over North America, a r e  

made f o r  each of the s i x  individual days. I n  January, forecasts f o r  the f i f t h  and 

s ix th  day were dropped because the demand and low percentage O f  ver i f ica t ion  did 

not marrant cont inunce .  

t lOur  grea tes t  demand fron advert isers  i s  f o r  two t o  four-day forecasts ,  

Par t icular ly  f o r  the weekends. Friday nom i s  the deadline f o r  Sunday's advertise- 

m n t s  hence the der i id  f o r  forecaste covering Sunday and Monday. Such forecasts  

should be available by Thursday ilf ternoon. Advertisers were cautioned that beyond 

36 hours only trends could be pred-ictod. Forucasts f o r  Monday, issuud on Thursday, 

have been 81 per cent. corruct i n  s p i t e  of tha f a c t  that tho avorage four-day ver i -  

f ica t ion  has beon only 68 p e r c e n t .  This has been encouraging i n  view of the great 

denand and inportance of such advance fcrecasts.  The parcontage cf ver i f ica t ion  

for  each of the six individual days follows: 36 hours, 87 per cent.; Z.,dtLgs, 72f 

Per cent.; 3 days, 73 per cent.; 4 days, 68 per cent.: 5 days, 68 per cent.; 6 days, 

63 per cent." 
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