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NORiililiLS 

Meteorological i n s t i t u t i o n s  of ten receive reauests f o r  data  of the tempera- 

ture,  r a i n f a l l ,  e tc .  , recorded a t  such and such a place Ifduring the last f ive  years," 

o r  some other specified period of time. 

rea l ly  wants i s  average values o f  the elenents mentioned, but  he does not rea l ize  

that averages have already been worked up from the exis t ing records of most weather 

s ta t ions throughout the world. In  other  words, he i s  not aware of the existence of 

w h a t  meteorologists c a l l  W i m a t i c  normals. 11 

Usually, i n  such cases, what the inquirer 

A n o m 1  i s  the average value tha t ,  i n  the course of years,  any meteorologi- 

ca l  element i s  found t o  have on a specified date ,  o r  during a specified month o r  

other portion of the year, o r  during the year as a mhole. The word ltnxmallt i s  also 

used as an 

etc .   US 

~ l n c o ) ,  o r  

adjective i n  such expressions os 1hoTm;ll temperature , I 1  llnormal r a i n f a l l , "  

mu may speak of the normal temperature of January 1 ( a t  a specified 

the normal r a i n f a l l  f o r  March, o r  the normal nind veloci ty  f o r  tho p a r ,  

etC, N o m l s  a re  computed from long ser ies  of  observaticns, i f  availnblo,  but n o t  

necessarily frcrn the e n t i r e  record of c1 s ta t ion  up t c  date ,  as t h i s  would e n t a i l  

constant revision. The normal serves as a standard with which values occurring i n  a 

Part icular  year may be compared t o  determine w h a t  i s  called the Itdeparture from the 

n o m i .  1 1  

Climatic normals have been morked up on a vast scale f o r  a l l  p a r t s  of the 

world i n  which weather records have been kept f o r  many years. 

Only i n  manuscript, but the published normals would f i l l  a small l ibrary.  

Some are available 
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