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SUITE V?UT€UB 

I n  &:;land many people m i l l  t e l l  you that sllr,lllleT begins  the nliddle of May. 

I n  Aier ica  the f i r s t  of June i s  gene ra l ly  r e g a r d d  as its starting :?oint, t l iowh 

astroiiomers, on both sid.es of the A t l a n t i c ,  hava a not ion  of their own on this sub- 

j ec t .  They i n s i s t  upon the paradox that s w c e r  begins  mhen i t  i s  half over. I n  

o ther  words, they reckon as i t s  f i r s t  day the summer s o l s t i c e ,  gene ra l ly  June 21, 

mhen the sun begins  t o  t r a v e l  southward i n  the sky, the daytime per iod t o  shorten,  

anc? the moun t  of s o l a r  hea t  received i n  the  no r th  temperate zone t o  diminish. 

The average t rend of temperature i n  June i s  ugcrard through the month, 

and. as a rule there  i s  p l en ty  of warmth and v iv i fy ing  sunshine f o r  the c r o p  of 

f i e l d  and garden. The farmer has more t o  fear from drought than from cold veather ,  

Generally spe&iilg, i n  the e a s t e r n  United S ta t e s  and Canada there  i s  Etbout one year 

i n  ten  when the r a i n f a l l  i n  June i s  less than half the n o m 1  mount .  The b y  

weather mest of the Rockies $.wing t h i s  month i s  no t  classe6. as drought because i t  

i s  the normal s t a t e  of affairs- The dry -- almost r a i n l e s s  -- season has now 

d e f i n i t e l y  begun i n  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  and the i n t e r i o r  va l l eys  of that state are basking 

i n  sunshine that f requent ly  sends the mercury up t o  100 -- and then some. Meanwhile 

the Cal i forn ia  coas t  remains about as cool  as the coas t  of Maine. 
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