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'Atmospheric p r e c i 2 i t a t i o n  -- f a m i l i a r l y  ca l l ed  %-ainfalllt -- i s  much more 

ex tens ive ly  measured than any o ther  element of weather,  f o r  there  a r e ,  throughout 

the world, a g r e a t  number of p laces  a t  which t h i s  i s  the only f e a t u r e  of  the weather 

t h a t  i s  r egu la r ly  Observed, Ra in fa l l  i s  measured i n  depth of water that would l i e  

on the ground if none of what f e l l  ran o f f ,  soaked i n t o  the e a r t h  o r  evaporated. 

m e r e  English units a r e  employed the fall  i s  measured t o  the nea res t  hundredth of 

an inch; where the met r ic  system p r e v a i l s ,  i t  la measured i n  mil l imeters .  An 

amount too small to  be measured i s  recorded. as a I1trace.lt A shower of average in- 

t e n s i t y  l a s t i n g  f o r  s eve ra l  hours w i l l  y i e l d  a n  inch or two of r a i n ,  while a heavy 

dwnpour may y i e l d  from one t o  severa l  inches wi th in  a n  hour. A n  inch of r a i n  i s  

equivalent  t o  113 tons of vater p e r  acre, o r  72,320 tons pe r  square m i l e ;  the ton  

here mentioned being the "shor t  ton" of 2,000 pounds. 

Snow is sometir;hes measured as such: b u t  i f  the records of snowfall  a r e  to  

be combined w i t h  those of r a i n f a l l  f o r  the purpose of determining t o t a l  p rec ip i ta -  

t i on ,  the snow must be melted before  measurement o r  i t s  water equivalent  must be 

Obtained i n  some o the r  Pray. 
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i ash ing  ton,  D . C . 21s t  and Cons t i tu t ion  h e .  


