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LONGAGO TORNADOES 

Although the namelltdrnadofl has been appl ied t o  a small, v i o l e n t  whirlwind 

only i n  comparatively recent  times, the storms now bear ing  that name have been 

known t o  mankind f o r  ages. 

I n  the year  1730 there  was published i n  London a s lender  book by Richard 

Bugden, e n t i t l e d :  ItThe passage of the hurr icane,  from the sea-side a t  Bexhi l l  i n  

Sussex t o  Newingden-Level, the twent ie th  day of May, 1729, between nine and ten  i n  

the evening. Containing I. A p a r t i c u l a r  account Of the damage and devas ta t ions  of 

the bui ld ings ,  t imber,  Bc., that stood i n  the way of i t s  courser 

the meather and bear ings of the winds that preceded the hurr icane:  wi th  the c e l e r i t y  

11. An account of 

Of i t s  c i r c u l a r  and progressive motion, the time taken up and d i s t ance  i t  passed 

along over the e a s t  end of Sussex. 111. Some o b s e r v a t i m s  on the Pray and manner 

of i t s  course. I V ,  By way of inqui ry ,  some account attempted of the  causes of 

tempests, whirlwinds and hurricanes." 

The Ithurricane" described i n  t h i s  quaint work was a true tornado: a type 

Of sto:rm that i s  by no means so rare i n  Europe as most Americans bel ieve.  An 

e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  feature of the book i s  a map showing the track followed by 

the storm, the houses and woods destroyed,  e t c . ;  the e a r l i e s t  map of t h i s  k ind  ever  

Published, s o  f a r  as w e  know, 

This i s  n o t ,  however, the e a r l i e s t  book on tornadoes. Lamy i n  France and 

Montanari i n  I t a l y  wrote t r e a t i s e s  on tornadoes and the kindred phenomena Of 

waterspouts i n  the l a t t e r  p a r t  of the seventeenth century. .Olaus Magnus descr ibes  

tornadoes i n  h i s  "History of the Northern Nations,fl published i n  1555, and they are 

mentioned by the w r i t e r s  of  a n t i q u i t y ,  including Pl iny ,  Seneca and Lucretius.  
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