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VHAT I S  k CIJOUD? 

Aviators who have flown through dense clouds can t e l l  us that a cloud is 

very much l ike  a fog; i n  f a c t  a fog is r ea l ly  a cloud that happens t o  be tauching 

the ground. Both are made up of minute drnpl!,ts of water or ice spicules, con- 

densed out of the air. So small a r e  the par t ic les  that fog or  cloud contains sur- 

prisingly l i t t l e  water. I t  has been calculated that 900 cubic f ee t  of  met fog 

nould yield less than one-seventh of a glass of water -- hardly more than a 

swal low . 
It i s  so cold a t  high levels  that the thin c i r rus  o r  mare's-tail clouds 

are  made of ice par t ic les ,  even i n  summer. 

of f a l l i ng  snow. 

times you see a towering thunderhead, b r i l l i a n t l y  white and looking almost as sub- 

Their long del icate  wisps are trails 

!be denser lower clouds are composed of water droplets. Some- 

s t an t i a l  as a snow mountain. In  such a cloud the outlines a r e  hard and sharp. It 

marks the top of a strong r i s ing  current of air where condensation i s  taking place 

vigorously. Thick clouds r e f l ec t  sunlight well, but w i l l  not l e t  i t  pass through. 

Therefore, the same cloud- may look dazzlins white at a distance, but dark and black 

if Overhead. 
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