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CANNONADING BM) RAINFALL 

The bel ief  that discharges of cannon and other noisy e s l o s i o n s  tend to  

cause r a i n  appears to  be immortal. 

average human being does not even real ize  that anybody holds a contrary opinion, 

In  one of the f igh ts  that  preluded the b a t t l e  of Vaterloo the English 

troops re t i red  and were subjected t o  the br isk f i r e  of twenty-four French guns. 

Heavy r a in  mas f a l l i n g  at the time. ,In his account of t h i s  episode the h is tor ian  

Thiers write s: 

I t  is  a fal lacy,  but so widespread that the 

"If the h p e r o r  had refrained from this  rear  guard engagement, i n  which he 

caused twenty-four cannon to  be f i red  furiously a t  the retreat ing English columns, 

the r a in  would have ceased. 11 

Note that there i s  nothing tentative o r  speculative about h i s  language. 

Thliers supposed the production of r a in  by cannonading t o  be a universally admitted 

sc i en t i f i c  fact. 

During the wet  summer of 1910 i r j  England, farmers of the southern counties 

Petitioned the Admiralty t o  postpone the gun-practice of the f l e e t  i n  the Solent 

u n t i l  they had got i n  the i r  crops, which were being ruined by too much water. 

Pet i t ioners  doubtless hgarded the connection between gunfire and r a i n f a l l  as 

B e  

axiomatic and beyond controversy. 

Ages ago -- long before the invention of gunpowder -- b a t t l e s  were believed 

t o  cause rain: one notion being that the  gods sent showers t o  cleanse the bat t le-  

f ie lds ,  

merely the modern version of t h i s  anciont superstition. 

The be l ie f  that water can be jost led out of the clouds by explosions is  

There i s  not an atom of 

t ru th  i n  it, 
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