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I n  the e a r l y  years  of the present  century much w a s  heard about two con- 

t r ivances  widely employed i n  Europe, e s p e c i a l l y  by vine-growers, f o r  the purpose 

of prevent ing the des t ruc t ive  e f f e c t s  of h a i l .  One vas the hail-rod; known i n  

France as the " e l e c t r i c  Niagara. If This was merely an e x t r a  la rge  and l o f t y  l i g h b  - 
ning-rod. I t  was supposed to  draw off e l e c t r i c i t y  from the storm clouds and there- 

by -- though nobody ever  explained why -- t o  prevent h a i l  from f a l l i n g  i n  i t s  

v i c i n i t y ,  o r  t o  render i t  s o f t  and harmleFs when i t  f e l l .  Many hai l - rods were 

e rec ted  i n  France under government ausnices ,  b u t  they now appear t o  be  completely 

neglected and fo rgo t t en  -- as they deserve to  be. They were p e r f e c t l y  use less .  

The o ther  equa l ly  f u t i l e  device was the hail-cannon: a spec ia l  form of 

mortar,  which discharged a whir l ing  r i n g  of smoke and gas  but  no s o l i d  p r o j e c t i l e ,  

Thousands of these cannon were used i n  Austria, I t a l y ,  France and elsewhere. They 

a r e  now nea r ly  obsole te ,  b u t  they  have been replaced i n  many regions by the ha i l -  

rocket ,  which b u r s t s  high i n  the air and hence i s  a l l eged  ( e spec ia l ly  by i t s  manu- 

f a c t u r e r s \ )  t o  concentrate  i t s  effects where they w i l l  do the most good. The truth 

is ,  however, that the rocket  b u r s t s  far below the l e v e l  where hail i s  formed, and 

t h a t ,  no mat te r  where i t  b u r s t ,  i t  could not  conceivably affect the formation o r  

the fall of hail. 

S t i l l  another  de lus ive  contrivance i s  the hail-kite, invented i n  Russia. 

This i s  r e a l l y  an  assemblage of box-kites,  car ry ing  s i r e n s ,  which are operated 

e l e c t r i c a l l y  from the ground end of the k i t e  wire. They emit a loud continuous 

note, and the r e s u l t i n g  vibl 'at ion of the  air i s  supposed, i n  some miraculous may, 

t o  n ip  the hailstorm i n  the bud. 
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