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Meteorology, the science of the atmosphere and.  i t s  phenomena, i s  m x h  

broader i n  i t s  scope than most people irnagine. I t  i s  so broad t h a t  few of the 

genera l  t r e a t i s e s  on the subjec t  are even approximately complete; .. The meteorolo- 

g i s t  must have a good-sized l i b r a r y  of books a t  hand t o  supply answers t o  the 

var ious quest ions t h t  arise i n  connection wi th  h i s  profession.  

Besides the ord inary  phenomena coming under the head of llweather,ll and 

the methods of weather fo recas t ing ,  meteorology d e a l s  w i th  such d ive r se  top ic s  as 

the composition o f  the a tmosphre ,  i t s  e l e c t r i c a l ,  o p t i c a l  and acous t i c  p rope r t i e s ,  

s o l a r  r a d i a t i o n ,  the c l imates  of p a s t  geologica l  ages and the manifold effects of 

atmospheric condi t ions on animal and p l a n t  l i f e .  

Cl isatology and climatagraphy are branches of meteorology. The former i s  

concerned v i t h  climatic phenomena i n  genera l  while the l a t t e r  i s  devoted t o  de- 

s c r i p t i v e  and statistical accounts of the climates p rava i l i ng  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of 

the world. 

'.&xong the more important branches of appl ied  meteorology a r e  the follow- 

ing: ~g r i cu ' l .  tural meteorology, marine meteorology, ae ronau t i ca l  meteorology, med- ica l  

and physiological  meteorology, c o m e r c i a 1  meteorolo,g and m i l i t a r y  meteorology. 
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