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- ST. 3L&.01S ----- FIRE CAUSB BY A_ VOLCANO 

The recent  renewal of volcanic a c t i v i t y  a t  Rrakatoa, i n  the S t r a i t  of 

Sunda, where one of the most stupendous e rupt ions  i n  h i s t o r y  occurred i n  1883, re- 

c a l l s  the fact that marvelous e l e c t r i c  d i sp l ays  at tended that fmous outbreak. There 

was not  only volcanic  l i gh tn ing  on an unprecedented sca le  of grandeur,  bu t  the in- 

tense e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  of the dust-laden air caused the formation o f  corposants,  o r  

S t r  dlnots f i r e ,  on the spars  of many vesse l s  for miles around. 

One cap ta in  reported t h a t ,  a t  a d is tance  of t e n  mi les  from the volcano, 

the spa r s  of h i s  s h i p  were Ifstudded wi th  corposants, lf  and he noted the occurrence 

of Ita pecu l i a r  pinky flame coming from clouds which seemed t o  touch the mastheads 

and yard-arms. 

Another v e s s e l ,  the 11G.C. Loutlon,Il which was 40 o r  50 miles  from the 

scene of e rupt ion ,  had the l ightning-conductor on her mainmast struck by l i gh tn ing  

severa l  t imes,  while "the mud r a i n  that covered the masts, r igg ing  and decks was 

phosphorescent, and on the riggin,.; presented the appearance of St. Xlmo s fire.  I1 

The &st Indian members of the crew hastened--..to pu t  ou t  t h i s  lIfirelt with t h e i r  

hands, i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  i t  was the work of e v i l  s p i r i t s  and would scutt le the sh ip  

i f  i t  found i t s  way be lor .  
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