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There a r e  p a r t s  o f  Borth America, g a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the  wealern United 

S t a t e s ,  where more than h a l f  of a l l  the f o r e s t  f i r e s  are s t a r t e d  by l igh tn ing .  

Ca l i fo rn ia ,  where accurate  f i g u r e s  f o r  a recent  decade a r e  ava i l ab le ,  4,362 out of a 

total  of 10,499 f o r e s t  f i r e s  were due t o  t h i s  cause. 

In  

There were some p a r t s  of t he  

same s t a t e  where the percentage was much higher.  

The wors t  f e a t u r e  of l i gh tn ing  f i r e s  i n  the f o r e s t s  i s  t h a t  they are 

general ly  massed i n  la rge  nwnbers during r e l a t i v e l y  b r i e f  per iods of time; i .e. ,  

during the 0ccurre:ice o f  ind iv idua l  storms. Thus they are l i k e l y  t o  overtax the 

powers of t he  f i r e - f i g h t i n g  organizat ion and g e t  beyond cont ro l .  O f  t he  t o t a l  a r e a  

burned over by l i gh tn ing  f i r e s  i n  Ca l i fo rn ia  during the  ten-year p r i o d  above men- 

t ioned ,  66 per  cent*,was due t o  t h r e e  s torms .  Another bad , fea ture  o f  such f i r e s ,  as 

Compared with those s t a r t e d  b7 human agencies ,  i s  t h a t  a la rge  proport ion of them 

Occur i n  Dlaces d i f f i c u l t  of access.  

In  m o s t  p a r t s  of t h e  world thunderstorms a re  genera l ly  accompanied by r a i n  

heavy enough t o  ex t inguish  the  f i r e s  s t a r t e d  by l i gh tn ing ,  but i n  Ca l i fo rn ia  and 

adjacent  s t a t e s  IIdrf dhunderstorms are f requent .  
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