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TWO- STAG2 B U L  L I  GHPNING --- 
By Charles F i tzh igh  Talman, 
'Authority on Meteorology. 

That s t range and s t i l l  mysterious mani fes ta t ion  of thunderstorms, b a l l  

l igh tn ing ,  e x h i b i t s  a good d e a l  of d i v e r s i t y ,  judging from the r e p o r t s  of observers.  

The so-cal led b a l l s  vary i n  co lo r ,  shape and behavior. 

Ported from Sal ina,  Kansas, October 8, 1919, when a b a l l  of except iona l ly  large s i z e  

A most unusual case was re- 

is s a i d  t o  have broken up i n t o  a number of smaller b a l l s .  The d i sp lay  was seen 

about 6:30 An the evening. me-witnesses descr ibed IIa b a l l  of f i r e  as large as a 

washtub f l o a t i n g  low i n  the air11 at  the i n t e r s e c t i o n  of two of the p r inc ipa l  

s t r e e t s .  I t  s t ruck  the northwest corner of the Campbell Building, to re  out  some 

br i cks ,  demolished a second-story window, and then exploded With a bang, l ike  the 

noise of a l a rge  p i s t o l .  The air was then seen t o  be f i l l e d  w i t h  f i e r y  b a l l s  a8 

l a rge  as baseba l l s ,  which f loa t ed  away i n  var ious d i rec t ions .  

IISome of these bal ls , l I  says the r e p o r t ,  published i n  the Monthly Weather 

Review, Itfollowed t r o l l e y  and e lectr ic  l i g h t  wires i n  a snaky sort of manner, and 

Some simply f loa t ed  o f f  through the air independently of  any ob jec t s  near by. An 

e l e c t r i c  switch box ac ross  the s t r e e t  vas ripped open and a transformer destroyed, 

leaving the e a s t  s i d e  of the town i n  darkness.lI 
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